MAY, 1951 














NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. .You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. rm 





THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y. 





**The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





The Benedictine Monks of Conception Abbey 


Invite boys to attend the 


Second Annual Summer Session 
for 
Brother Candidates 
June 20 to August 20 


See Benedictine Life in Action 
This summer session is open to ALL young men who are interested 
in the Benedictine Brotherhood. 
Instructions will be given on: — 


The Mass and the Divine Office 
Benedictine life in general 
Benedictine life at Conception 


Part of each day will be devoted to manual labor. 
Attendance will be FREE and WITHOUT OBLIGATION. 


For further information please write: — 
Rev. Brother Instructor 
Conception Abbey 
Conception, Missouri 
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Gabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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To Fesus through Mary 


SO cS 


ITH the return of the beautiful month of May — 
the month of Mary — the fountains of devotion 
to our Heavenly Mother flow in richer streams 
through the garden of the Church as her children 
vie with one another in paying homage to their 
beloved Mother and Queen. To think of May 
is to think of Mary, who, like this loveliest month 

of the year, embodies in herself all that is good and true and beautiful. 

To give joy to Mary and to offer her new proofs of love and veneration 

is the ambition of every true child of Mary as the days of May unfold. 

Flower-decked altars in church and home, increased numbers at daily 

Holy Mass and Communion, participation in May devotions, greater 

fervor in the daily Rosary, all bear witness that her children have 

learned the secret of giving true joy to this holiest and best of Mothers. 

May each day of May, then, be a feast of love for Mary, and a day of 

special graces and blessings for each one of her children. 








Consecration to Mary, the Best Way of Honoring Her 


Sweeter to Mary than the fragrance of lilies and roses which deck 
her altars is the perfume of sanctity rising from pure and loving hearts. 
And in order that hearts may be the more richly adorned with the 
flowers of virtue, she asks that they consecrate themselves wholly to 
her. To hearts thus given into her keeping she imparts most special 
gifts and graces, and she herself cultivates in them the beautiful rose 
of Divine charity which so ravishes the Heart of her Divine Son. 
Souls thus surrendered wholly to Mary are assured of attaining more 
surely and quickly to union with Jesus, which is the end and object 
of all our striving here below. 

Nearly three hundred years ago, her zealous apostle, St. Louis 
Grignon de Montfort, traveled about Europe, preaching what he called 
the “True Devotion” to Mary. The burden of his message was “To 
Jesus through Mary,” the climax of the devotion being a complete 
consecration of oneself to the Mother of God. The secret of sanctity, 
according to his oft-repeated words, is to give oneself so completely to 
Mary as to perform all one’s actions with Mary, in Mary, through 
Mary, and for Mary, with the intention of being able to do them more 
perfectly with Jesus, in Jesus, through Jesus, and for Jesus, for the 
glory of the Heavenly Father. The little book in which he explains 
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this “secret of sanctity” imparted to him by the Holy Spirit has be- 
come the guide of numberless souls in our present Marian age.* As 
its author foretold, it is now being widely spread after lying hidden 
for many years. It appears that this total consecration, as advocated 
by St. Louis de Montfort, is implied in our Blessed Mother’s request 
at Fatima, and perhaps also at Lipa in more recent years. Let us, then, 
study it briefly, so that we may understand its nature and its excellence. 


Reasons for the Consecration 


There are many reasons for offering ourselves to Jesus through 
Mary in total consecration. The first is that it makes us Chrisilike in 
a most intimate and inspiring way. - As Jesus loved Mary above all 
others and gave Himself to her with all possible fulness, so if we 
would be His true followers we must love Mary above all others and 
surrender ourselves to her without reserve. In telling us that we must 
become as little children if we wish to enter heaven, Jesus does not 
ask more of us than He did Himself. He became human and small and 
dependent to give us an example. If we serve and trust and love Mary 
without reserve, we become like Jesus, and therefore Godlike, for Jesus 
is God. Jesus is Mary’s first-born Son. We who belong to His Mysti- 
cal Body are her children by adoption and share His life and are born 
into the spiritual life through her. 

A second reason, naturally connected with the first, is that Mary 
is our Mother, not by mere pious imagination, but truly and willingly 
so. By accepting the angel’s words at the Annunciation, she knew she 
was giving life not only to Christ but also to our souls. By offering 
Jesus in the Temple and on Calvary, she fulfilled her share in gaining 
this life for us. At our baptism, the graces of Calvary were given to 
us through Mary, when we were born to a spiritual life, which is im- 
measurably more glorious than physical life. And as she is our Mother, 
it is most becoming that we thank her for bringing this life to us from 
God by dedicating it to God through her. 

A third reason why we should make and live this consecration 
is that Mary is most loving and lovable. She gives herself and her 
treasures to us; she asks our love in return. This consecration makes 
that return. Of the many things which show her love for us, the great- 
est is her offering of Jesus for us on Calvary. Giving gifts is a sign 
of iove; the greater the gift and the greater the sacrifice in making 


*“True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary,’’ published by The 
Montfort Fathers, Bay Shore, New York. Price, $1.00. Our 64-page 
booklet, TO JESUS THROUGH MARY, gives a comprehensive explana- 
tion of the True Devotion, as well as the formula of the Act of Con- 
secration and helpful admonitions. Price 10¢. Reduction for quantities. 
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it, the greater the love. Jesus is the greatest possible treasure. Mary 
loved Him beyond al! else, yet she offered Him willingly to the cruelest 
of deaths for us. 

The union of Mary’s will with the will of God likewise shows the 
greatness of her love for us. God wills her to be our Mother, to love 
us with a mother’s love; and Mary, corresponding fully with His wishes, 











loves us with a most tender mother-love. She loves us even for our 
very weaknesses, and feels the deepest compassion for us when she sees 
us suffering, especially when we suffer spiritual weaknesses and trials 
and dangers. She loves us, her God-given children, according to the 
greatness of her magnanimous heart — a love which surpasses all 
understanding. We owe her, then, in very justice, our fullest love 
in return. 
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A fourth reason for consecrating ourselves wholly to Mary is the 
fact that she suffered much for us. She is the Queen of Martyrs, and 
her sufferings were borne, not for any sins which she had committed, 
but for ours. If we are normal, we will wish to make a return to a 
noble person who willingly suffers for love of us. Now, Mary is the 
most noble, most lovable, and most glorious of all persons. Consecra- 
tion of ourselves to her is a return both pleasing to her and fruitful 
for us. 

A fifth reason is that God desires it. He speaks to us through 
the Church, which fosters consecration to Jesus through Mary. He has 
made Mary the Mother of His family, and He wishes all to be devoted 
children of Mary, that His heavenly family may have true union and 
peace. From the beginning she has had a special place in His plans 
in forming the Mystical Body of Christ. We fit into His plans fully 
when we give ourselves fully to Mary for love of Him. The angels find 
it a joy to serve Mary, to love her, to call her their Queen; we shall 
find a similar joy in serving her, loving her, and making her truly our 
Queen and our Mother. 

A final reason is that consecration of ourselves to Mary gives all 
our actions a new and glorious value which they did not have before. 
It does so for this reason: by surrendering ourselves entirely to Mary 
for love of her and of her Son, we become one with them with the 
complete union which only unselfish love, aided by sanctifying grace, 
can give. This is a very close union. Through her mediation and 
spiritual motherhood, Mary is with us at every moment. This constant 
and active presence gives her union with us a completeness no earthly 
example can reveal. 

God loves Mary with a greatness we cannot fathom and bestows 
corresponding greatness. of gifts upon her. She is His Mother, His 
masterpiece, Queen of heaven and earth. When we become one with 
her, we share her greatness. God’s love for her overflows upon her 
children who are united to her, just as God’s love for Jesus overflows 
on us who share in the merits of Jesus. The two are not distinct: it 
is Christ’s grace which flows to us through Mary. Consecration to 
Mary opens our hearts to a grand sharing in the infinite graces ever 
flowing from the Heart of Jesus. 


Consecration to Mary has two main parts: 1) the act by which we 
consecrate ourselves wholly to Jesus through Mary, or to Mary that 
she may bring us to Jesus; and 2) the living up to this act of consecra- 
tion. The latter is of the greatest importance. © 


How, then, can we develop skill in living up to this consecration? 
First of all, we must try to understand its value and make the act with 
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deep earnestness, and only after careful preparation. After that, we 
must work consistently to improve in our living of it, or we shall soon 
slide back into former selfish forgetfulness and neglect. An important 
means to this end is to learn more about Mary and her place in our 
lives, and this can best be done by reading about her. 

A second step, and a most necessary one, is to struggle against 
sin. Devotion to Mary increases our power to conquer sin, and con- 
quering sin increases our ability to know and love Mary. If we are 
in earnest in offering our eyes and ears and mouth and heart to Jesus 
and Mary in the morning, we cannot fittingly use these organs to sin 
against them during the day. Needless to say, daily Holy Mass and 
Communion are the most powerful means of banishing sin from our 
lives. 

A third and most important means, as in all spiritual activity, is 
to pray for the success of our undertaking. Surely Jesus and Mary 
will answer prayers for this intention with the utmost generosity. With 
their help, we shall truly begin to live, as we have always been supposed 
to live, and as we promised by our baptismal vows to live — a promise 
we have often renewed — and as we shall live in eternity — fully at 
one with Jesus and Mary. 


Act of Consecration to Jesus through Mary 
By St. Louis de Montfort 


ETERNAL and Incarnate Wisdom! O sweetest and most adorable 

Jesus! true God and true Man, only Son of the Eternal Father, 

and of Mary ever Virgin! I adore Thee profoundly in the bosom and 

splendors of Thy Father during eternity; and I adore Thee also in the 

virginal bosom of Mary, Thy most worthy Mother, in the time of Thy 
Incarnation. 

I give Thee thanks for having annihilated Thyself, taking the form 
of a slave in order to rescue me from the cruel slavery of the devil. 
I praise and glorify Thee, for having been pleased to submit Thyself 
to Mary, Thy holy Mother, in all things, in order to make me Thy 
faithful slave through her. But alas! ungrateful and faithless as I 
have been, I have not kept the promises which I made so solemnly to 
Thee in my baptism. I have not fulfilled my obligations; I do not 
deserve to be called Thy child, nor yet Thy slave; and as there is 
so much in me that merits Thine anger and Thy repulse, I dare not 
come by myself before Thy most holy and august Majesty. 

It is on this account that I have recourse to the intercession of 
Thy most holy Mother, whom Thou hast given me for a mediatrix with 
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Thee. It is through her that I hope to obtain of Thee contrition, the 
pardon of my sins, and the acquisition and preservation of wisdom. 

Hail, then, O Immaculate Mary, living tabernacle of the Divinity, 
where the Eternal Wisdom willed to be hidden, and to be adored by 
angels and by men! Hail, Queen of heaven and earth, to whose empire 
everything is subject under God. 

I, N., a faithless sinner, renew and ratify today in thy hands the 
vows of my Baptism; I renounce forever Satan, his works and vain 
displays; and I give myself entirely to Jesus Christ, the Incarnate 
Wisdom, to carry my cross after Him all the days of my life, and to 
be more faithful to Him than I have ever been before. 

In the presence of all the heavenly court 1 choose thee this day 
jor my Mother and my Mistress. I deliver and consecrate to thee, as 
thy slave, my body and soul, my goods, both interior and exterior, and 
the value of all my good actions, past, present and future. I leave to 
thee the entire and full right of disposing of me, and of all that belongs 
to me, according to thy good pleasure, for the greater glory of God, 
in time and in eternity. 

Receive, O benignant Virgin, this little offering of my slavery, in 
honor of, and in union with, that subjection which the Eternal Wisdom 
deigned to have to thy maternity, in homage to the power which both 
of you have over this poor sinner, and in thanksgiving for the privileges 
with which the Holy Trinity has favored thee. I declare that I wish 
henceforth, as thy true slave, to seek thy honor and to obey thee in 
all things. 

O admirable Mother, present me to thy dear Son as His slave for- 
ever, so that, as He has redeemed me by thee, by thee He may receive 
me! O Mother of mercy, grant me the grace to obtain the true Wisdom 
of God; and for that end receive me among those whom thou lovest 
and teachest, whom thou leadest, nourishest and protectest as thy 
children and thy slaves. 

O faithful Virgin, make me in all things so perfect a disciple, 
imitator and slave of the Incarnate Wisdom, Jesus Christ, thy Son, that 
I may attain, through thy intercession and example, to the fulness of 
His manhood on earth and of His glory in heaven. Amen. 


(Plenary induigence, under the usual conditions, on the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and April 28. ‘‘Manual of Indulgences,” 96.) 








Spiritual Vitamin for May 


May the Holy Spirit enkindle in us that fire which Our Lord 
Jesus Christ cast upon earth and desired exceedingly to be enkindled. 
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With Christ in His Mysteries 


From Easter to Corpus Christi 
SREB 


INCE Easter we have been living in a new and marvelous 

world with our Risen Savior. He has begun His glorious 

my) life. He is now not only exempt from suffering and 

death, but even from the ordinary necessities of this 

earthly life — from dependence upon rest and nourish- 

ment. Jesus has the well-spring of life within Himself. His Divinity 

shines out in the marvelous beauty and clarity of His risen Body. 

Independent of time and space, He appears with the speed of lightning 

wherever He chooses. During the forty days after the Resurrection, He 

appears frequently to His Apostles, instructs and consoles them, and 

puts the finishing touches to the organization of His Church before He 
ascends into heaven. 

The Ascension, which marks the end of Christ’s earthly career, 
like His coming, is surrounded by majestic mystery. Just as angelic 
voices amid the brightness of heaven announced Christ’s birth and a 
bright star directed the Wise Men to Bethlehem, so now a dazzling 
cloud envelops Jesus as He ascends majestically into heaven and angels 
come to arouse the stupefied Apostles from their ecstasy as they stand 
gazing heavenward. 


G 


The feast of the Ascension, and its sequel, Pentecost, which brings 
to a dramatic close the Easter cycle, have a special message for us. 
They remind us of our noble dignity, our sublime calling, and the 
practical way to fulfil it. When we stand in spirit on the mountain, 
surrounded by the Apostles and disciples, and gaze in rapture upon the 
receding form of Jesus as He ascends gloriously into heaven, we feel 
a strange spell of homesickness come over us. Jesus has gone home, 
not only to take possession of His throne of eternal glory, but also to 
prepare a place for us — that where He is we also may be. We begin 
to realize that heaven is our true home — the only goal worth striving 
for. New hopes and ambitions well up within us as we whisper our 
oft-repeated motto: ONE MORE DAY FOR HEAVEN! 

How precious our immortal souls must be, how ineffably beautiful 
and grand must be our heavenly home, when the Son of God, who is 
infinitely wise and knows the true value of all things, was willing to 
sacrifice His very life for our salvation! With this impelling thought 
in mind, we gladly follow the Apostles and disciples of Jesus to the 
Cenacle, there by prayer and recollection to prepare for the great feast 
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of Pentecost, to receive the fulness of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which 
will help us to arrive safely at our heavenly home. 

Fortunately for us, the life and work of Jesus here below did not 
cease with His enthronement at the right hand of the Father after His 
ascension into heaven, nor with the descent of the Holy Spirit. He 
still lives on in His Church, completing the work of Redemption. And 
this life in the Church is much grander and more glorious than His 
actual earthly life with regard to time and place and manifestation. 

Jesus continues to live among us in a twofold manner: He leads 
a personal life in the Holy Eucharist, and a moral life of power and 
activity in the members of His Mystical Body. 


The Jewel among the Sacraments 


The Holy Eucharist is the sacrament that stands out above all the 
others. We may ask what it is that lends an unrivalled dignity to the 
Blessed Sacrament and makes it unique among the seven. Is it not the 
fact that Jesus is really present there? The very thought overwhelms 
us. How truly is this Sacrament the Mystery of Love! Before we 
enter the month of the Sacred Heart, let us revive our faith and devo- 
tion to the Eucharistic Presence of God in our midst. The feast of 
Corpus Christi serves this purpose admirably, and forms an eminently 
doctrinal as well as devotional introduction to the devotion to the Sacred 
Heart, which is a devotion to the love of Jesus manifested in His in- 
carnation, in His Passion and in His Eucharist, where it culminates. 

What does our Faith tell us regarding the Eucharist? We believe, 
on the infallible word of God, that Jesus is present in the Holy Eu- 
charist, not merely in sign and symbol, but in TRUTH; not merely ac- 
cording to the faith of the recipient, but REALLY and ACTUALLY; not 
merely as an effective grace, but SUBSTANTIALLY, with His Divinity and 
His Humanity, as He once lived on earth and as He now lives in 
heaven. He is present not merely in passing, and at the moment of 
the Holy Sacrifice and Sacramental Communion, but PERMANENTLY 
and CONTINUOUSLY, as long as the Eucharistic appearances remain. 
Thus the Holy Eucharist, as a Sacrifice and Sacrament — Gop with Us 
— is the fulfilment of His gracious promise: “I will not leave you 
orphans!” 


Fruits of the Eucharist 


What effects are produced by the living presence of Jesus in the 
Holy Eucharist? We answer, He is the source of a threefold abun- 
dant blessing of fruitfulness and efficacy in His Church. In the first 
place, Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament gives God special honor and 
glory. If the angels at the birth of Jesus intened the exultant song of 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 11 


praise: “Glory to God in the highest,” certainly they have every reason 
to continue this jubilant hymn around the tabernacle, and all the more 
so, because in the Holy Eucharist Jesus is no longer in the lowly form 
of a helpless infant, but now exists in His glorified Body, resplendent 
with majesty, invisible though it be to mortal eyes. Besides, He is 
now present not just in one place as He was in Bethlehem, or on Cal- 
vary, but in thousands of tabernacles all over the world! On thou- 
sands of altars the Heavenly Father now sees His Divine Son engaged 
in sacrifice and adoration, and could exclaim as He did on Mount 
Thabor: “This is My Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased!” 


Again, the very presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament reflects 
back upon Himself and pays Him rich dividends in the love and devo- 
tion of a grateful people. In the tabernacle, Jesus has become the 
Macnet oF Divine Love that now attracts the millions of adorers 
who come to Him in the Mass, in Holy Communion, and in Holy 
Hours, to express their grateful love and adoration! The Holy Eu- 
charist is the center of our religious service, and the love of the faith- 
ful towards Christ in the tabernacle is a compensation for all the 
outrages that were offered Him during His former actual life on earth. 


Finally, the Eucharist is a Treasury of Divine grace! Think what 
rich fruits we derive from Jesus, the Eucharistic Vine! We have God 
our Savior dwelling perpetually in our midst. He has adopted this 
earth as His home. The silent glimmer of the sanctuary lamp in our 
churches is like a guiding star showing us where our Best Friend dwells. 
The church bells joyfully announce His loving invitation: “Come to Me, 
all you who labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you!” 


The Real Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament has made 
this earth more homelike, more joyous, more full of consolation. The 
thrilling Benediction hymns seem to change the melancholy strains of 
our earthly exile into the triumphant songs of our celestial country. 
Our earthly holy hours now seem to bind us in some mysterious way to 
the perpetual adoration of the Lamb in heaven. Yes, how drear and 
drab this earth would be without that steady stream of love coming 
from the Holy Eucharist! The Blessed Sacrament is the Source of our 
strength, our Victim of atonement, our constant Friend and Companion, 
and the infinitely pleasing Sacrifice of praise and adoration. 


Such is the life of Jesus in His Sacramental Presence in the Church. 
All her riches, all her light, all her strength, all her grace and beauty, 
come to her from her Eucharistic King. He is the basis of her unity, 
her activity, her very existence. What a challenge for us during the 
coming months to rekindle our Eucharistic devotion, to draw near this 
center of Divine Love and become active apostles of the Sacred Heart! 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 


pO Cake 
a 4 


HE admirable description of Jesus’ Ascension as given in the 
epistle of the feast, taken from the Acts of the Apostles, so 
vividly brings the scene before us that we almost seem to be 
eye-witnesses. With what affection the disciples gaze upon the 
Divine Master as they see Him rising up towards heaven, and 
stretching out His hand to bless them! Their eyes, though full of tears, 
are riveted on the cloud which has come between themselves and Jesus. 
They are alone on the mount; Jesus’ visible presence is taken from 
them. How wretched would they not feel in the desert land of their 
exile were it not for His supporting grace, and for that Holy Spirit 
who is about to come down and create within them a new being! So, 
then, it is only in heaven that they can ever again see the face of Jesus, 
who, God as He is, deigned to be their Master for three long happy 
years, and on the evening of the Last Supper called them His friends! 

Neither are they the only ones who feel this separation. Our earth 
leaped with joy as the Son of God walked upon it; that joy is now 
past. It had looked forward, for four thousand years, to the glory of 
being the dwelling-place of its Creator; that glory is now gone. The 
nations are in expectation of a deliverer, and though, with the excep- 
tion of the people of Judea and Galilee, men are not aware that this 
Deliverer has come and gone again, it shall not long be so. They will 
hear of His birth, and His life, and His works; they will hear of His 
triumphant Ascension, too, for Holy Church will proclaim it in every 
country of the earth. 

Nineteen hundred years have elapsed since He left this world, and 
eur respectful and loving farewell blends with that which His disciples 
gave Him when He was mounting up to heaven. Like them, we feel 
His absence; but like them, we also rejoice in the thought that He is 
seated at the right hand of His Father, beautiful in His kingly glory. 
Thou, dear Jesus! hast entered into Thy rest! We adore Thee on Thy 
throne, we, Thy redeemed and the fruit of Thy victory. Bless us! 
Draw us to Thyself, and grant that Thy last coming may be to us a 
source of joy rather than of fear! ‘ 

When we would contemplate our beloved Lord, we must turn our 
hearts to heaven, for it is there He is to be found. Alas! how short was 
His stay here below, and how quickly the time passed. How many 
ages have gone by, and how many must still come over this poor 
earth of ours before it can again behold His Face! 

The Church languishes after Him in the dreary exile of this vale 
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of tears, taking care of us, the children her Jesus has given her by His 
Holy Spirit. She feels His absence, and, if we are Christians, we 
must feel it too. Oh! when will the day come whereon, reunited to 
our bodies, we shall be taken up in the clouds to meet Christ, and be 
with Our Lord forever! Then, and only then, shall we have attained 
the end for which we were created. 

All the mysteries of the Word Incarnate were to close with His 
Ascension; all the graces we receive are to end with ours. This world 
is but a figure that passes away. We are hastening through it to re- 
join our Divine Leader. In Him are our life and our happiness; it 
is vain to seek them elsewhere. Whatever brings us nearer to Jesus, 
is good; whatever alienates us from Him is evil. The mystery of the 
Ascension is the last ray of light given to us by our Creator, whereby 
He shows us the path to our heavenly country. If our heart is seeking 
its Jesus, and longs to come to Him, it is alive with the true life; if its 
energies are spent upon created things, and it feels no attraction for 
Jesus, it is dead. 

Let us, therefore, lift up our eyes, as did the disciples, and follow 
in desire Him who this day ascends to heaven and prepares a place 
there for each of His faithful servants. Sursum corda! Hearts on 
heaven! It is the parting word of our brethren who accompany the 
Divine Conqueror in His Ascension; it is the hymn wherewith the 
angels, coming down to meet their King, invite us to ascend and fill up 
the vacant thrones. 

“The Liturgical Year,’’ by Dom Gueranger, O.S.B., Book III. 


SRS SS Sh hi Kec” K 


© n ly, © Me Wether! 


OK ate Douglas Wiggins has aptly observed: ‘‘Most of all the other 

beautiful things of life come by twos or threes, by dozens and 
hundreds. Plenty of roses; stars, sunsets, rainbows, brothers and 
sisters, aunts and cousins, but only ONE Mother in all this wide 
world!” 


The word “Mother” has a deep significance for each one of us, 
and particularly in the month dédicated by the Church to the Mother 
of God. Like the Virgin Mother, our own mothers have tasted trial 
and sorrow for their children. In Mary, all motherhood is sanctified, 
and on Mother’s Day, May 13, we will be mindful of her Spiritual 
Motherhood, while at the same time we honor our own dear mother. 
We should observe the day in a Catholic way. For our mother, living 
or dead, no more precious gift is ours to give than to offer Holy Com- 
munion for her, asking, through the sweet Mother of Jesus, that He 
may bless and reward our mother for all her love and sacrifices! 
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Pentecost, the Commemoration of the Abiding 
Presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church 
see 


@| ENTECOST is not a mere commemorative feast, 
instituted to recall an event that happened some 
two thousand years ago. On that solemn occa- 
sion the Holy Spirit descended upon the Church 
indeed, but He did not come for a few brief mo- 
ments only. He came to remain with her forever! 
He is as truly with us today as He was with the 
Apostles in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. His 
Presence is an abiding presence in our midst. For this we have Our 
Blessed Lord’s own word: “I will ask the Father and He will give you 
another Advocate to dwell with you forever, the Spirit of Truth whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. 
But you shall know Him, because He will dwell with you, and be in 
you” (John 14:16,17). 

How does the Holy Spirit abide with us? He abides first in the 
soul that is in the state of grace. “Know you not that your members 
are the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you?” cries St. Paul 
(1 Cor. 6:19). This presence of the Holy Spirit in the soul is not 
necessarily lasting or secure, however. It may be lost to the individual 
soul by mortal sin. But in another way that is absolutely secure and 
never ceasing, the Holy Spirit abides with us, namely, in His Church, 
which is the Mystical Body of Christ. And as He was nowhere in so 
sublime and abiding a manner as in Jesus Christ, so here on earth He 
is nowhere in so sublime and abiding a manner as in His Mystical 
Body, the Church. He dwells in the Church as its Sanctifier, making it 
holy. He dwells in the Church as its Teacher, instructing and guiding 
the Sovereign Pontiff, and those who hold authority under him; and 
through them, He governs the faithful in general. He dwells, moreover, 
in the Church by His Sacraments, which are channels of His graces to 
mankind. 


The Divine Sanctifier Dwells Also in Our Hearts 


Of old, the Ark of the Covenant was the visible sign of God’s 
presence among His chosen people, the Jews. Under the New Law, the 
Church is the visible dwelling and home of the Holy Spirit in our midst. 
How supremely and unceasingly thankful ought we to be for the honor 
and happiness of being members of this Holy Catholic Church! How 
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deep and fervent should be our love and gratitude towards the Divine 
Spirit who dwells not only in the Church, but in our very heart, as its 
Sun and Center, illumining and warming it by the rays of His love. 
How we should cherish His heavenly presence, and fear to lose it by 
sin! Let us think of this glorious festival of Pentecost inasmuch as it 
affects ourselves personally and individually. Each one of us may look 
with confidence for a renewal in his own soul, in some degree, of the 
wonders wrought in the Apostles on the first great day of Pentecost. 
In what degree the marvels of that first Pentecost will be renewed within 
us depends on ourselves — on our preparation for the feast, on the 
earnestness and fervor with which we invite the Holy Spirit to come 
into our souls. For the Holy Spirit has not merely come to abide with 
us and with His Church; He has come to work — to perform in us 
the magnificent operations of His grace, to discharge the functions of 
His Divine mission. 

What these functions are we may see by the wondrous change 
effected in the Apostles and in the other members of the early Church. 
Before His coming they were cowardly and fainthearted — they fled, 
one and all, at the first approach of danger. After His descent upon 
them, they went forth, ready to face every danger. Before His coming, 
they were carnal, unspiritual, worldly. After His descent, they became 
new men, full of the Spirit of God, detached from earthly things, seeking 
only the things of God. Before His coming they were ignorant, un- 
lettered, without understanding of the truths of the Faith. “Are you also 
without understanding?” (Matt. 15:16) Our Lord once rebuked them. 
After the descent of the Holy Spirit, all this was changed. Full of 
heavenly light, the scales had fallen from their eyes, and they went 
forth, the guides and teachers of mankind. In a word, the coming of 
the Holy Spirit changed them from rude, uneducated fishermen into 
saints and pillars and apostles of the Church. 

Most wonderful in truth are the silent workings of the Holy Spirit 
in’souls through grace. Most wonderful is the change He makes in the 
hearts of those whom He visits and in whom He abides. Let our ardent 
prayers implore His coming to us that He may take up His abode within 
us, take entire possession of our being, inflame our hearts with the 
burning fire of His love, and consume away all that opposes His reign 
within us. May His grace so completely triumph over our innate 
weakness, indifference, and coldness of heart that henceforth, over- 
coming selfishness and worldly desires, we may learn to live the life 
of grace, and become and evermore remain temples of the Holy Spirit, 
where He will dwell with the Father and the Son, in the most intimate 
union with us. 
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NOVENA NOVENA 
to the Holy Spirit to the Sacred Heart 
May 4— 12 May 24 — June 1 


will be offered in our four Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration at: — 


Clyde Mundelein Tucson Kansas City 
Missouri Illinois Arizona Missouri 


as a homage of adoration, love, praise and thanksgiving to the Holy 
Spirit and to the Sacred Heart of Jesus; in supplication for the triumph 
of religion; for the temporal and spiritual good of the Church and 
country; world peace; the conversion of sinners, especially enemies 
of the Church; the increase of faith, and perseverance of the good, 
especially all those who are suffering persecution; and in reparation 
to the Divine Love and Sacred Heart of Jesus. We will include in 
these novenas the spiritual and temporal favors you may seek, mindful 
of your great charity and many kindnesses to us in the past. You 
are cordially invited to join your prayers with ours, and petitions sent 
to us at Clyde will be placed near the Exposition Throne to remain 
throughout the novena. 

In our Sanctuaries we will use for the Pentecost Novena the hymn, 
“Come, Creator Spirit”* and the “Glory be to the Father” repeated 
seven times to implore the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Each morning we 
will sing an Antiphon, with versicle and oration, praying Our Lord to 
send the Holy Spirit, and your intentions will be remembered also at 
High Mass sung daily in each of our Sanctuaries. 

For the Sacred Heart Novena, the Litany of the Sacred Heart will 
be recited daily by the entire Community, and each hour of the day 
and night by the official Adorers. The intentions of the novena will 
also be remembered in the High Mass offered daily in each Sanctuary, 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament given twice daily, and the singing 
of the Divine Office. The Novena will begin and end with a solemn 
Eucharistic procession. 

It is recommended that those who participate in these novenas 
join to their personal prayers and sacrifices the all-powerful prayer 
of Jesus Himself by daily assisting at Holy Mass and receiving Holy 
Communion. 


*Leafiets with the prayers for the Holy Spirit Novena may be 
obtained from our convent at $1.00 per 100, or 1¢ each. 
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ORPUS CHRISTI is a day of great solemnity, a feast both 
(, to God and to men. It is a feast of Christ, the Mediator, 

present in the Sacred Host that God may be given to man 
and man to God. Divine union — such is the dignity to which man 
is permitted to aspire; and to this aspiration God has responded, even 
here below, by an invention which is all of heaven. It is today that 
man celebrates this marvel of God’s goodness.” 

— Dom Prosper Gueranger, O.S.B. 


The heart and center of Catholic worship is, always has been, and 
always will be, the Holy Eucharist, the true Body and Blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, hidden under the appearances of bread and wine. 
The Holy Eucharist is our adorable Sacrifice in the Mass. It is our 
spiritual Food in Holy Communion. It is the object of our loving 
adoration. No one can reflect too often and too ardently on this sublime 
Mystery in its threefold aspect, and the more one does so, the greater 
will be his faith and devotion. Corpus Christi proposes the considera- 
tion of these sublime truths to us in a most wonderful way. It reminds 
us of the celebration of the first Holy Mass by Christ Himself, the or- 
dination of the first priests, and the perpetuation of the Priesthood of 
Jesus on earth in the command to offer this clean oblation from the 
rising to the setting of the sun until the end of time. It is a commemo- 
ration of the first Communions received, and of the fulfilment of Jesus’ 
promise: “I am with you all days until the consummation of the world,” 
which He effects by His abiding Presence in the Eucharist. 


The Holy Sacrifice 


Unless we have a just idea of the Mass, coupled with a lively faith 
in this Mystery and its ineffable efficacy, we shall never truly appreciate 
it, nor assist at it as we ought. What, then, is the Mass? It is the 
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very same Sacrifice as that of the Cross. The High Priest in the Mass, 
as on Calvary, is Jesus Christ. The Victim offered in the Mass is the 
same — Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God made Man. The same 
Precious Blood is offered in atonement on the Cross and on the altar. 
The Mass is not a mere representation of Christ’s Sacrifice upon the 
Cross; it is the same identical reality of Calvary. The Mass is the very 
same in essence, in truth, and in substance, as the Sacrifice of Calvary. 
The Council of Trent says, “The same Christ is contained and im- 
molated on the altar in an unbloody manner, who once offered Himself 
in a bloody manner on the altar of the Cross.” The Victim is one and 
the same, the same now offering Himself by the ministry of priests, 
who offered Himself on the Cross. On the Cross, Jesus offered His 
Blood and actually died; on the altar, the same Jesus offers the same 
Blood and mystically dies; that is, His Death is represented by the 
separate Consecration of the bread and wine, which denotes the separa- 
tion of His Sacred Blood from His adorable Body. 

The Sacrifice of Calvary is the infinite ocean of Redemption. The 
Sacrifice of the Mass is the application of that of Calvary to the souls 
of men. The Mass pays to God perfect homage, supreme honor, in- 
finite adoration. A God is offered to God. The Mass is a Sacrifice 
of infinite thanksgiving to God for all the benefits He has bestowed — 
the graces of Redemption, of the Sacraments; graces of the patience, 
providence and mercy of God; gifts of body and soul, senses, reason, 
health, nay, life itself. In the Mass all the merits of the life and Death 
of Jesus are made over to us, and we are enabled to offer God worthy 
thanksgiving because it is the thanksgiving of God and infinite in itself. 


The Mass expiates the great debts we owe to God because of our 
countless and enormous sins. It wins true repentance, sorrow and 
pardon. Through the Mass we constantly supplicate from God the 
graces and blessings which we need. Our wants, temporal and eternal, 
are countless. In the Holy Sacrifice, Jesus obtains all for us, for He is 
the well-beloved Son in whom the Father is well pleased, and who is 
always “heard on account of His reverence.” Jesus is our Advocate 
in Holy Mass, as well as our High Priest. He presents our wants and 
petitions to the Father, and with these petitions He offers His Precious. 
Blood as the price to obtain them. Truly, the Holy Mass is an ex- 
haustless mine of grace and mercy. 


Holy Communion 


To redeem mankind by shedding His Precious Blood to the last 
drop did not satisfy the love of Jesus. To be a perpetual Sacrifice 
daily offered on a thousand and more altars was not enough for the 
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dove of His Sacred Heart. No, the souls of men are so dear to Him 
that He feeds and nourishes them with nothing less than His own 
Precious Body and Blood! “Take ye and eat!” He says, “This is My 
Body! Drink ye all of this. This is My Blood!” 

In Holy Communion we receive into our breasts the God who 
created us, the God who redeemed us, the God who will judge us, the 
very Flesh that was born of Mary, that was nailed to the Cross, and is 
now glorified in heaven. With good reason did the holy Council of 
Trent declare that “In Holy Communion Christ poured forth all the 
treasures of His love towards men.” “All perfection,” says St. Alphon- 
sus Liguori, “consists in union with God.” Holy Communion unites 
us to Jesus, to live in Him and do His holy will. St. Cyril of Alexandria 
says, “As two pieces of wax melted together become one, so we by 
Holy Communion are similarly united with Jesus Christ.” As a branch 
draws its sap and verdure from the trunk to which it is united, so the 
soul receives life, vigor, health, and beauty from union with Jesus in 
Holy Communion. 

What infinite love Jesus has manifested in His Gift of Communion! 
St. Augustine, in speaking of It, says: “I dare say that God, though He 
be omnipotent, could not give us more; though He be all-wise, knows 
not how to give us more; though He be all-rich, has not more to give.” 


The Abiding Presence on the Altar 


The Holy Eucharist is rightly called the “Sacrament of Love.” In 
instituting the Sacrifice and Sacrament, Our Lord gave expression to 
His tender love when He said, “With desire have I desired to eat this 
pasch with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15). He tells us in the most 
touching accents His love and His desire to remain with us day and 
night on our altars. “My delights are to be with the children of men” 
(Prov. 8:31). Though pleased by the sweet canticles of saints and 
angels in heaven, Jesus finds His delights among the children of earth! 

“Come to Me!” He cries out from the tabernacle, “all you that 
labor and are burdened, and | will refresh you” (Matt. 11:28). O 
happy invitation! Come to Me! — your God, the Fountain of all good- 
ness. ‘Come! Fear not! Approach, all without exception! but es- 
pecially you who are poor, sick, sorrowing, you in pain, in grief, in 
tears; you in sin and guilt! I will not cast you off. I will give con- 
solation to the afflicted and sorrowing. I will give balm to the wounded 
heart. I will raise up the despairing, pardon the repenting sinner. 
sweet voice of Jesus from the tabernacle! 

The more we meditate on the love of Jesus, the more boundless 
it appears! It is like eternity, without beginning and without end. The 
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Blessed Sacrament is the infinite ocean of God’s love, and the deeper 
we drink of Its salutary waters, the more inexhaustible It becomes. 


The more we endeavor to fathom Its depths, the farther the bottom 
recedes from us! 


Surely we would be ingrates of the worst kind did we let the feast 
of Corpus Christi pass without endeavoring to make it a day of love, 
adoration and thanksgiving to God, a day of reparation and atonement 
to Jesus. The Church invites all her children to profess their faith 
publicly by assisting at Holy Mass, receiving Holy Communion, taking 
part in the customary outdoor procession, and by spending as much 
time as possible in adoration to make a fitting return of love, thanks- 
giving and reparation. She seeks to celebrate the feast with all possible 
splendor and spiritual joy. She is lavish with her decorations; her 
festive music has a special note of exultation and triumph; her liturgy 
makes use of every device at her disposal to add to the solemnity. She 
permits Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament to be given thrice. 
It is a feast of joy and abundant blessings, a day which the Lord hath 
made, when the rays of Divine love issuing from the Sacred Host pene- 
trate our hearts and kindle in our souls an ardent love. 

Jesus Himself has asked for this feast, and He invites all to pay 
Him special homage, in return for which He pours out His blessings. 
Our hearts with all their affections, our souls with all their faculties, 
our bodies with all their senses belong to Him, and He expects and 
demands, as He has a right, all the service of our souls and our bodies 
every moment of our lives. Let us not disappoint Him on this great 
feast, the feast of the Blessed Sacrament! 








Beautiful Pictures of the Blessed Virgin 


IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY, in 9 colors, oil-painting effect. 
Surface-coated with washable varnish finish, mounted on heavy card- 
board backing, and complete with attractive gold frame. Square, size 
15 x 20 in., $3.00 unframed; $5.00 framed. Oval frame, 13 x 16% in., 
$5.00. Order from: 

National Center of the Enthronement, 4930 8S. Dakota Ave., N.E., 
Washington 17, D.C. 


— 





Small pictures like above, holy card size, 5¢ each, or $3.50 per 100. 


Also Our Lady of Fatima folders, in pleasing colors, with ex- 
planation of Five First Saturdays and Novena prayer. Price 5¢ each, 
or $3.50 per 100. Order from: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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A N Trinity Sunday the Church sets before our eyes the prin- 
cipal Mystery of our Christian Faith — the Blessed Trinity 
— by which we confess one eternal God in three separate 
Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. This is 
the great object of the Christian’s worship. This mystery we ought to 
adore every day and every hour. Every Sunday might be called 
Trinity Sunday because every Sunday is set aside for the worship of 
the Most Holy Trinity. Yes, all our time belongs to the Triune God, 
and the great Sacrifice that is offered daily on millions of altars through- 
out the world is principally designed to render sovereign adoration, 
homage, praise and glory to the adorable Trinity. But Trinity Sunday 
is more particularly appointed by the Church — which has just finished 
celebrating the other great feasts of our redemption and sanctification, 
wrought by the three Divine Persons — in order to honor in a more 
particular manner the chief Mystery of our religion. Let us, therefore, 
bow down all our powers to adore this incomprehensible Mystery; the 
more it is above our understanding, the more worthy it is both of our 
faith and our veneration. 

In considering more particularly what our Faith teaches us in 
relation to this Mystery, we find that we are to believe there is but 
one true and living God — eternal, incomprehensible, omnipotent, and 
infinite in all His attributes and perfections. In this one God we are 
taught that there are three distinct Persons of the same substance and 
essence, perfectly equal in age, in power, in wisdom, and in all perfec- 
tions. There is the Father who has no beginning and proceeds from 
no one; the Son who proceeds from the Father by an ineffable and eter- 
nal generation, as His living Word and Wisdom, the brightness of His 
glory, and the most perfect image of His Person; and the Holy Ghost, 
the Spirit of God, who proceeds eternally from the Father and the 
Son. We believe that these Three are one because all Three have the 
same Godhead; that is, the same Divine Nature. The Father is God, 
the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God. Yet there are not three Gods, 
but one God, one Lord, one Almighty in three separate Persons. 
This is the true Catholic belief of the Mystery of the Blessed Trinity, 
essentially necessary for our eternal salvation. Let us, then, make 
frequent acts of faith concerning this sovereign truth; let us repulse 
every proud thought that threatens to rebel against it, for it has been 
taught to us by God Himself, who can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
Not our faith alone, but our lives as well, must render fitting hom- 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 23 


age to this adorable Mystery of the Blessed Trinity. “What will it 
avail thee to discourse profoundly of the Trinity, if through a lack of 
humility thou art disagreeable to the Trinity?” asks the Imitation of 
Christ. Humility of mind and heart is the most agreeable homage that 
man can pay to this infinite majesty. “Heaven is My throne, and the 
earth My footstool... My hand made all these things... But to whom 
shall I have respect, but to him that is poor and little and of a con- 
trite spirit and who trembles at My words?” (Is. 66:1,2.) We learn 
also from the Epistle of Trinity Sunday, as a part of the homage we 
owe the most sacred Trinity, to adore in silence the depth of the sacred 
counsels and judgments of God, and the wisdom of His unsearchable 
ways, and in all events to give glory to Him. “For from Him and 
through Him and unto Him are all things. To Him be the glory 
forever. Amen” (Rom. 11:36). 

Let us resolve, then, to come daily before the throne of the eternal 
Trinity with our best homage of faith, love and humility. Let us adore 
the almighty power of the Father, the infinite wisdom of the Son, the 
incomprehensible goodness and love of the Holy Spirit. Let us sur- 
render ourselves, soul and body, without reserve, to be ruled and dis- 
posed of for time and eternity by this infinite Power, Wisdom and 
Holiness. 

: HOOD 


Modesty for Mary 


—COR- 






6) HE month of May, and of Mary, brings with it the warm in- 
vitation of summer: sunny days, clear skies, nights cooled by 
soft winds, silver moonlight, and sparkling stars, — with the 

great outdoors beckoning on all sides “to come apart and rest awhile.” 
Soon it will be time for the cottage and the beach, for “vacation” with 
all that those happy days imply of sport and relaxation. Unhappily, 
however, this relaxation is also implied in the so-called summer fashions. 
Each year the dress, or more correctly, undress, seen at our summer 
resorts, is a cause of growing concern to those interested in maintaining 
the standard of decency and morality. Many a worried pastor sorrow- 
fully shakes his head at the costumes summer visitors wear to his 
church—slacks, untidy sweaters, flimsy blouses, or sleeveless, low-necked 
dresses, and a tiny handkerchief or scarf as a substitute for a hat, on 
the part of the women; grimy sports outfits and sleeves carelessly rolled 
above the elbow for the men. Usually, it is true, no disrespect is in- 
tended, but surely, the Presence of God demands attire that is both 
adequate and neat. 
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We live in a country that is dedicated to Mary under her title of 
the Immaculate Conception. As children of Mary, then, let us take 
her as our model. The radiant purity of her Immaculate Heart, to 
which the whole world was consecrated in 1942, should be our guide 
in matters of dress. Nor are other shining examples lacking to us. 
What better model of the lovely virtue of purity could be set before 
children and youths than that of St. Mary Goretti, the recently canonized 
martyr to chastity, or of Bl. Dominic Savio, the angelic pupil of St. 
John Bosco, beatified last year? It is with the child that the training in 
this most necessary virtue must begin. We cannot expect children to 
develop it later if they have not been trained in it from earliest youth, 
nor if the example set them by their elders is at direct variance with 
what the Church teaches. And it is to be feared that mothers who 
expose their small children in abbreviated sun-suits and play-suits, on 
the plea that the immaturity of the child is a guarantee against serious 
temptation to others, take altogether too much for granted, unaware, 
perhaps, that they are at the same time exposing the child to the danger 
of losing his own sense of modesty. Realizing this, a group of zealous 
parishioners under the leadership of their pastor are promoting a “Chil- 
dren’s Crusade for Christian Modesty,” which is a part of their already 
well-established adult group of “Crusaders for Mary Immaculate.” 
They offer a specific program, designed to foster delicacy of conscience 
in children on matters of purity, which is both simple and inspiring.* 

In many schools, organizations of teen-age girls have sprung up 
to campaign for modest styles. This movement cannot be too much 
encouraged. Create a strong and active demand for decent fashions, 
refuse to buy other kinds, and soon, immodesty will no longer be the 
fashion. To the young girls of the Italian Catholic Action Movement, 
Pope Pius XII said: “Mode and modesty should go together... Our 
young people must be taught how to be cultivated, graceful and natural 
without giving way to the vulgarities of worldly style.” 

Our age has been called the “age of Mary,” and the apparitions of 
the Blessed Virgin in different countries would seem to merit for it that 
gracious title. It is to be noted, therefore, that one of her warnings 
to little Jacinta at Fatima was that certain styles would be introduced 
which would offend her very much. A complaint sadly justified today! 
But let our Catholic women take courage, let them refuse to follow the 
leadership of so-called fashion designers who are rapidly bringing back 
the days of paganism. Indeed, a certain Cardinal Archbishop who had 
been a missionary in Africa was once obliged to attend a reception at 





*For further information, write to: Crusaders of Mary Immaculate 
Bartelso, Ill. 
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which a number of ladies appeared in the “latest” style of evening 
gown. To the embarrassed apologies of his host, the Cardinal replied: 
“Oh, I am accustomed to seeing such scant attire. The sights before 
me now vividly bring back to my mind the days when I lived among 
the savages of Central Africa!” Instead of these blind guides, let our 
leader be the Immaculate Mary, let us follow the banner of her purity, 
that the words of Wisdom may be applied to us: “Oh, how beautiful 
is the chaste generation with glory; for the memory thereof is immortal 
because it is known both with God and with men.” 


COURS LVS 


WANTED! — 50,000 NEW Night Adorers 
in 1951 
sei 





gee oe OES this seem too high a goal? Perhaps it would, were 
aw ‘Ae it not that the Sacred Heart is concerned; but where His 
317, interests are in question, there is never any doubt as to 
ial cepa, the generosity of the response. So it is that the National 
: bk Director of the Work of the Enthronement in the United 
States has launched a crusade to gain 50,000 NEW 

Night Adorers for the Holy Year of 1951. He hopes to be able to 
present to our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, at the end of 1951, a list 
of night adorers arranged by nights for every night of every month, 
and would like, if possible, to present the names of 50,000 NEW adorers. 

This means that all the faithful Night Adorers already keeping 
their weekly or monthly Holy Hour in their home will need to lend 
their aid in gaining new members. At present there are over 200,000 
Night Adorers in the United States. In our own Regional Center, es- 
tablished at our Convent in Clyde, by our revered Chaplain of saintly 
memory — Rev. Lukas Etlin — in 1918, we have a total of over 17,000 
registrations. Just think how easily the 50,000 new adorers would be 
gained if each present adorer were to secure just one or two new 
adorers! The number would quickly be swelled to 500,000 instead of 
50,000! 

The National Director suggests that each adorer obtain at least 
three new members — in honor of the three Persons of the Most Holy 
Trinity. What a beautiful way that would be to honor the Blessed 
Trinity, whose Feast comes on the 20th of this month, and at the same 
time to show love for the Sacred Heart and bring joy and consolation 
to our Holy Father! But more than that, it would be a most powerful 
means of checking the spread of evil in the world, of remedying exist- 
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ing moral and physical evils, and of furthering the cause of peace, 
which at present seems so hopeless. 

Perhaps never in the world’s history has there been such an enor- 
mous debt of sin heaped up each day against the Divine Majesty of 
God. Scientific progress in the past few decades, while providing many 
and great benefits to human society, has, alas, provided also many new 
and alluring enticements to sin. One of the greatest evils of the times 
is that people have lost the sense of sin, and consequently it is all too 
true that many—very many—“drink in sin like water.” Add to this 
the world-wide attack against Christ and His Church, not only by open 
persecution and violence, but also in various subtle forms even more 
deadly because hidden, and we can realize the great need for reparation 
and prayer. These two ends are most perfectly accomplished through 
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, but they are also admirably realized 
in the practice of keeping a Holy Hour in the home during the night. 
There the element of personal sacrifice gives to the adorer’s prayer an 
added power and value, and when united with the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, as the night adorers are encouraged to do, it becomes a very 
effective means of appeasing the Divine Justice and drawing down 
God’s mercy and blessing upon the world. 

Let us then concentrate our efforts during the remainder of this 
year upon increasing the number of loving souls making reparation by 
night adoration in their homes. Those who are already members of 
the League of Night Adoration are encouraged to offer an extra hour 
of adoration each month during 1951, and those who have been remiss 
in keeping their hours are exhorted to renewed fervor and fidelity. 

For the benefit of new readers who may not be acquainted with the 
Night Adoration movement, we would explain that it is a crusade of 
love and reparation launched by Father Mateo, the saintly and well- 
known Apostle of the Enthronement, about twenty-five years ago, as 
an auxiliary to the work of the Enthronement. The Night Adoration 
has proved to be “the flame that keeps the fre of love burning in the 
home,” and constitutes the very soul of the Enthronement. To become 
a member of the League, one need only pledge a specific hour of adora- 
tion one night a month, at home, and have one’s name duly registered 
at an authorized Center of the Enthronement,* or at the National Center 
itself, which is located at 4930 South Dakota Avenue, N.E., Washington 
17, D.C. The choice of the hour may be made by the person seeking 
membership, or it may be left to those making the enrollment. But 
it must be a specific hour between 9 o’clock P.M. and 6 o’clock A.M., 
on a fixed date, or a fixed day (First Friday, second Tuesday, etc.) 





*Our convents at Clyde, Mundelein, and Tucson are such Centers. 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 27 


There are no dues, but a small offering to help defray postage and the 
cost of certificates, etc., is greatly appreciated. 
NOTE: Leaflets explaining Night Adoration in the Home may be had 
at 2 for 1¢, or 50¢ per 100; also leaflets on the Enthronement. 
Our 64-page booklet, ‘““Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night 
Adoration in the Home,” gives a full explanation of both, together with 
a brief sketch of the life of Father Mateo. 10¢ each; reduction on 
quantities of 50 or more. 


Feast of the Sacred Heart 
—Pige 


S the Feast of the Sacred Heart falls on June Ist this year, 
may we remind our dear readers that this is a feast requested 
by our Divine Lord Himself, and therefore merits to be 
observed with special fervor and solemnity. The fact that 

it is also the First Friday of June gives the consoling assurance that 
very many loving souls will assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy 
Communion on that day, offering It in reparation to the Sacred Heart 
for the coldness and ingratitude with which His love is repaid, and for 
the injuries inflicted upon Him particularly in the Blessed Sacrament. 

May we suggest, also, as a special act of devotion, that all who 
can possibly do so, keep a Holy Hour during the night preceding the 
Feast, either at home or in church (where that is possible). Offered 
as an act of reparation, and in gratitude for the many blessings be- 
stowed by the Sacred Heart during the past year, and also as a petition 
for world peace, these Holy Hours will wield a power for the cause 
of peace far beyond any that could be exerted by civil forces. 


A Word about Father Mateo 


May we recommend also to your prayers, not only on the feast 
of the Sacred Heart but otherwise, Father Mateo, the heroic apostle 
of the Sacred Heart, who, contrary to the expectations of physicians, 
is still alive, and still offers Holy Mass daily, in spite of the fact that 
he has suffered many and severe heart attacks. He has been prepared 
for death repeatedly, but in an unaccountable way has rallied each 
time, and on one occasion at least, offered Holy Mass a few hours 
after being apparently in a dying condition. His one desire is that he 
may suffer patiently and well, and that he may be able to continue 
to offer his daily Mass to the end. This, to him, is his very life, and 
he spends his days in close union with the Holy Sacrifice by repeating 
over and over the principal prayers of the Mass—the prayers at the 
Offertory, Consecration and Communion. Thus from his sick room in 
a Canadian hospital he preaches silently but eloquently a deep and 
devoted love for the Mass and for the Sacred Heart of Jesus, to whose 
reign he has dedicated all his energies for the past forty years. 
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It’s BEST Year — Why Not? 


sbi 


HE first time | saw TABERNACLE AND PurGaToryY was in 1914. 

I have subscribed to it ever since — 36 years — and I hope, 

with God’s grace, to have it as long as | live, and also that 

my children will always have it in their homes. I like it better than 
any Catholic magazine I ever read!” 

Old friends, like this one, and new ones, too, who tell us how 
eagerly they look forward to our magazine each month, buoy us up in 
our efforts to make it a messenger from the tabernacle which will bring 
its readers ever closer to the Source of love and grace. With the May 
issue we launch out into its 47th Year, and, as always, we hope it will 
be its BEST year! Its friends can make it so by introducing it to 
others. 

So if you are a regular reader of Tabernacle and Purgatory, and 
your subscription is about to expire, or has expired, we hope you will 
renew promptly. If you find it instructive and enjoyable, why not pass 
your copy on to another who will thus become acquainted with it? 
And why not subscribe for a friend, or for a missionary, or a hospital, 
or a service man, etc? 

If this is the first time you have seen our magazine, we hope you 
are well impressed by it and will decide to send in your subscription. 
You will be looking forward to the arrival of your copy each month, 
and at the same time you will be helping us in our Eucharistic work. 
New names and addresses mean much to us. 


Scheyern Cross Special for 1951 


Although the high cost of production made it necessary for us to 
discontinue the practice of giving premiums some time ago, we are 
offering a Scheyern Cross as a special premium for each NEW subscrip- 
tion for the balance of the Holy Year of 1951. These crosses are small, 
double-barred metal replicas of a Relic of the True Cross venerated at the 
Benedictine Monastery at Scheyern, Germany, and have been touched 
to this Relic. Each cross is accompanied by an explanatory leaflet with 
suitable prayers. Many who possess a Scheyern Cross have written of 
remarkable favors obtained through its pious use. It must be under- 
stood, however, that this cross is not a “good luck charm” but a sacra- 
mental, blessed by the Church, and graces obtained are due to faith. 
Carrying the cross is in itself an act of faith, and an unspoken prayer 
for Divine protection and blessing. 


(Concluded on page 32.) 
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Little Lovers League 
Le aa i eaeunas 


Ss A HE month of May, the month of mothers, the 
bis T Be) month of Mary. Yes, indeed, dear Little 
WY Lovers, May is an exciting month! And a 
Ale vee lovely one, too; everything, the soft green grass, 
at Qe ya the new leaves, the gayly-colored flowers, seems 
a — _ to be doing their best to make May worthy of 
Mary, the Queen of the May. And what about. 
us? Are we doing our best to be worthy children of such a dear 
Mother? For, though she is called “Queen of the Angels,” she is 
Mother of men. Just think what life would be without our Blessed 
Mother! You know from your own experience what home is like 
when mother is away. No one to answer your call when you come in 
from school; no one to sew on a missing button in a hurry; no one to 
bandage a cut finger and make it feel better just by her touch; no one 
to suggest a game or something to do when it is dull and rainy out- 
doors. Now, these are the very things Mary does for us in our soul’s 
life. She answers our calls for help and grace; she sews on little 
buttons of good thoughts and kind deeds; when our hearts feel sore, 
the bandage of her tenderness can ‘heal them in no time; and when the 
road to heaven looks dull and unattractive to our foolish, earthly eyes, 
her suggestions inspire us to see how truly wonderful and active the 
life of grace within us should be. 

Jesus expects us all to be saints, and it is Mary, His Mother, who 
knows exactly what kind of saints her Son expects us to be. That 
doesn’t mean that we have to do extraordinary things — go off to 
foreign lands and be martyred, preach to and convert crowds of people, 
found great schools and institutions. These are only some of the ways 
to sainthood. Equally great saints have lived quietly at home and 
done nothing out of the ordinary, just ordinary things with love and 
enthusiasm. That is the secret — to do what we do: household tasks, 
errands for mother, school work, with love and generosity, offering 
them to Cur Lord as a real prayer. Perhaps a legend from long ago 
will illustrate what we mean. 


NCE upon a time there lived in a certain monastery a lay brother, 

named John-Mary. He was an humble, good-natured little brother, 
who mended the Fathers’ shoes, wound the monastery clocks, and fed 
the stray dogs and cats who always gathered around him, as well as 
the birds who flocked to him when he took his evening walk in the 
cloister. 
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Although no one but his superior knew it, Brother John-Mary had 
been a juggler before he entered the monastery; today we would call 
him a clown. With a troupe of singers and entertainers he had 
travelled about the country, dressed in a gay scarlet and gold costume, 
with a pointed hat, topped by a long, waving tassel, on his head. No 
one could turn a somersault like he could, or juggle as many colored 
balls at one time, or pull rabbits and chickens out of the air or the 
children’s pockets. But always in his heart there burned a deep love 
for the good God who made this wonderful world, and a desire to 
serve Him and His dear Mother somewhere in solitude. So one day 
he slipped quietly away from the singing and dancing and humbly 
entered the monastery. 

Brother John-Mary was very happy in his new home; only one 
thing troubled him. He could do so little to show his gratitude to his 
dear Lord and Lady for taking him into their house, and letting him 
— a poor clown — live so close to them. When he heard Father 
Bernard, who had a voice like an angel, singing a song for the Blessed 
Mother, or Brother Michael softly playing a hymn to her in the twi- 
light, or Father Patrick reading one of the poems he had composed 
in her honor, Brother John-Mary’s heart fairly ached with the desire 
to show his love for her, too. One night he had an inspiration. True, 
he couldn’t sing, or play the organ, or write poetry, but he could 
turn cartwheels and juggle balls. Maybe these little tricks would re- 
mind the Blessed Lady of the time when Jesus was a small Boy who 
liked to jump around and play ball with His friends. 


So it was that the sacristan, who had been praying his Rosary in 
a side chapel of the monastery church, saw a strange sight that night. 
There before his eyes, in front of a statue of the Virgin Mary, was a 
lay brother, his scapular tucked up around him, turning somersaults, 
throwing little colored balls in the air, and balancing them on the end 
of his nose! Scandalized, he strode forward to halt this performance, 
when suddenly he saw something that made him stop and fall on his 
knees. For the Blessed Mother had come down from her pedestal, and 
with a loving smile was wiping the perspiration from the lay brother’s 
face! He heard her say, ‘‘That was well done, John-Mary, but you 
must rest now, or you will be too tired to serve Mass for Father 
Francis tomorrow.’’ Brother John-Mary smiled shyly back at her, and 
when the dazed sacristan looked again, the Virgin was once more 
standing on her pedestal, while the lay brother had quietly slipped 
from the chapel. The next day, when the sacristan was dusting her 
statue, he found two tiny colored balls attached to the rosary which 
hung from the Blessed Mother’s belt. 


So you see, Little Lovers, it is not great, heroic things that Our 
Lord and Our Lady expect from us, but little things, humble things, 
the everyday things done with hearts full of love and devotion. May 
our lovely Queen of May obtain this grace for each one of us from the 
Heart of her Son. 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 31 


Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
he 
NSTEAD of telling you about the life of one of the saints this 
month, dear Little Lovers, we are going to continue on the sub- 

ject of the Queen of all the Saints, Our Blessed Mother. Someone 
has called May ‘‘a feast of thirty-one days in honor of Mary’; and as 
May 13 is the feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, our special 
patroness, we thought you would like to hear something about Mary 
and the Blessed Sacrament. 

After Our Lord had as- ee eee 
cended into heaven, Mary sigs aac meee | 
remained in the Cenacle, 
the room where the Last 
Supper was held, and 
where Jesus instituted the 
Holy Eucharist in order 
to remain with us always. 
We can imagine how sa- 
cred this room was to 
Mary, and how she loved 
to kneel there meditating 
on the life of Christ: His 
birth at Bethlehem, the 
quiet days at Nazareth, 
the journeys of His public 
life, the pain-filled hours 
of the Passion, and the 
glorious Easter of the 
Resurrection. And when 
she went to live with the 
beloved disciple, St. John, 
at Ephesus, it was her 
greatest joy to unite with 
him in offering the Holy 
Sacrifice and to receive 
Jesus in Holy Communion. Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
What happiness it must 
have given her Son to see His Mother thus constantly united with 
Him, lost in adoration, her whole mind and heart attentive to His 
wishes as they had ever been. What favors He must have granted 
the Apostles and the early Church through her intereession! Indeed, 
we know that it was due to her prayers that the labors of these first 
missionaries were so fruitful. 

Let us take Mary, then, the first adorer of the Blessed Saerament, 
as our model and guide. Let us often, very often, visit the Blessed 
Sacrament, and with eyes for no one else, fix our whole attention on 
Jesus, whose loving Heart reaches out to draw us closer as we kneel 
there near Him, to fill us with His blessings. That loving Heart is 
so often hurt and bitterly disappointed when, instead of dropping in 
for a visit as they pass the church, so many of His children go care- 
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lessly on their way. There is a show to see, or a game to play, or a 
book to read, so they are too “busy’”’ to spend even a few moments 
with Him, too busy to whisper even a short prayer for all the joys of 
the day. Ah, let us not hurt Jesus like that! Let us be eager to visit 
Him and go to Him often, at least once a day, to tell Him what we are 
doing and thinking and hoping. Above all, let us tell Him that we love 
Him and are sorry because of those who do not come to Him, and ask 
Him to forgive them. Let us, like our Blessed Mother, offer Him our 
hearts to make up for the coldness of so many of His children for 
whom He shed His Precious Blood to the last drop, because, you know, 
one loving heart has more power with Jesus than a thousand cold 
ones who do not love Him. 


This year the feast of Pentecost also falls on May 13, so while we 
pay our loving devotion to the Holy Spirit in the first place, and honor 
Mary as Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, we will also honor her 
as the Spouse of the Holy Spirit. Let us ask Our Blessed Mother to 
obtain for us a great love for the Holy Spirit, and te teach us how to 
honor Him and to please Him by being always faithful to Him. 


And we mustn’t forget to remind you that in the personal letter 
of thanks from the Holy Father for the Spiritual Bouquet our readers 
sent him, which we published last month, your “Golden Pennies” were 
also included, so you have our Holy Father’s own “thank-you” for your 
efforts. He asks, too, that you continue to earn these Pennies for him, 
by your fervent prayers, your love for the Blessed Sacrament, and little 
sacrifices, so that God may soon bless this poor world of ours with 
true peace. 


PRACTICE: Make a short visit to the Blessed Sacrament every 
day, if possible, and ask Jesus to convert the enemies of His Church 
and to give peace to the world. 


ASPIRATION: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, pray for us. 





(Concluded from page 28.) 


May we suggest GIFT subscriptions for the many occasions which 
call for a loving and grateful remembrance of some dear one: birth- 
day, graduation, wedding, ordination, religious profession, Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, etc? The Scheyern Cross accompanying the gift 
will enhance its value. Also, in a special way, we would suggest a 
subscription for your son, or brother, or friend, in the army, securing 
for him at the same time a Scheyern Cross, which he will value amid 
the many dangers to body and soul which daily surround him. 


Rates: $1.00 a year. Canada and foreign countries, $1.25. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















You will find the true spirit of May’s glorious 
feasts in the following booklets. 





| (All booklets 10¢, except as otherwise indicated.) 


| Feast of the Ascension, May 3d 


Gems from the Liturgy for 
the Feasts of Our Lord + 
Part I, 15¢ 


Feast of Pentecost, May 13 
Devotion to the Holy Spirit 





Feast of the Holy Trinity, May 20 
Devotion to the Holy Trinity 


| Feast of Corpus Christi, May 24 


The Treasures of the Mass, 35¢ 
| God Himself, Our Sacrifice 
Daily Companion at Mass 
The Holy Eucharist, Our All 
Eucharistic Heartstalks 

God With Us 

My Daily Visit 

Eucharistic Miracles 








Feast of St. Michael, May 8 
"Neath St. Michael’s Shield 











Feast of St. Rita, May 22 


St. Rita & St. Jude » Helpers 
in Desperate Cases 








Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















“Ro Mary Wonth: 
of May! 





These booklets will help you keep close to the heart 
of the Queen of May during her month. 


beart of Our Mother and Queen 
The Mysteries of Mary 
Under Mary’s Mantle 


To Jesus eT i: je Devotion 
through Mary ‘ | ; to @Maryp 


The Rosary, Myp Treasure 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 


Our Ladp of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary 
Each booklet, 10¢ 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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